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ans M Hirschi began writing his
first novel soon after he learned he
and Alex, his husband of ten years,
were expecting their first child. He had
just quit his corporate job and realizing
he was unlikely to find work before his
son’s birth, decided to take the opportunity
to pursue his long held dream. The result
was “Family Ties”, a novel that swept
readers into the everyday drama of two
dads and their twin sons. Hirschi’s next
novel “Jonathan’s Hope” depicted how
the LGBT family may look in a generation
or two. His third novel “The Opera House”

revealed the unravelling of a happy gay
family and the creation of another. His
gripping new novel courageously delves
into one of humanity’s most difficult taboo
conditions.
“The Fallen Angels of Karnataka” was
originally meant to be a travel novel
about a man’s search for love and life’s
meaning set against a time in history of
epic confusion and heartbreak: the late
1980s AIDS outbreak. But then something
unexpected happened. “I was just a few
chapters into my writing when an event
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want anything salacious from the young
man, merely companionship, so Haakon
accepts the invitation to travel the world
as his assistant. What Haakon doesn’t
realize are the heinous acts he will be
called to assist on.

He decided to live as if 1983 was the last year
of his life because, in his mind, it would be
took place that shook me to the core,” he
explains. An acquaintance, a man with
whom he and his husband had spent
considerable time with, got caught with
child pornography on his work computer.
Being a new father, Hirschi was sickened
by images of his son spending time in the
same rooms where they had once entertained the friend. Until then, the subject
of paedophilia had never really been
something Hirschi had had to deal with
since the time he, as a child, had been
a victim of it himself. The memories of
that female violator came flooding back
to him. “Next I knew, I was coming apart
at the seams, literally,” he says. He realized
the only way to come to terms with his
emotions was to write about them. He
made the decision to combine his travel
storyline with a subplot that explored one
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“The introduction of HIV/AIDS shook
life as they knew it for gay men in the
eighties,” remembers Hirschi. “People
stopped having sex, many stopped living
life. Many men assumed the ‘gay disease’,
as they thought it to be, was going to get
them. I wanted to write about a man who
did not stop living after the diagnosis, but
used it as a launching pad to embark on
a terrific adventure. Haakon’s dreams
had always been to travel the world outside of Norway. He decided to live as
if 1983 was the last year of his life because, in his mind, it would be.” Hirschi
shares his main character’s love of travel.
In fact, Hirschi has been to just about all

the magical cities featured in the book.
He has seen the great pyramids and
marvelled at the sights of Rome, Istanbul,
Athens and Agra. He has loved in Paris
and made love in London.
The biggest challenge in writing the book
was tackling the subject of paedophilia
within a gay book. “There is a commonly
held yet completely misguided belief that
paedophiles are gay,” says Hirschi. ”It
simply isn’t true. The majority of paedophiles are heterosexual. As a child,
I was the victim of a female predator.”
The characters could have been written
as heterosexuals, but Hirschi felt it would
have been cowardly to run away from
the true story in his mind. “I am gay and
I like to write about what I know. I tend
to write about gay stories. It’s not a conscious decision or a political one, just as
most straight authors do not consciously
make their main characters straight.”

of humanity’s most difficult and taboo
conditions. Together, he would weave a
story of hope, detailing the struggle of
everyday people overcoming the evil
that walks among us.
The story centres around a young gay man
from Norway who dreams of romance
and adventure. He finds it - and disaster
- all in the same person. Unbeknown to
him, it is the start of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. After the quick and tragic death
of his very first love, Haakon learns that
he, too, has been infected by the strange
and mysterious virus. Presuming he
will soon die, Haakon goes to a bar to
drown out his sorrows. There, he meets
a rich, older British aristocrat who offers
to take the young man on the travel adventure of a lifetime. The dandy doesn’t

The majority
of paedophiles
are heterosexual
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I want my
books to inspire
goodness in all
The real story in “The Fallen Angels of
Karnataka” is the needless suffering of
innocent children. “Trafficking remains
a harsh reality for millions around the
world,” Hirschi continues. ”My husband
and I recently travelled through India
where we saw so many homeless children
on the streets and witnessed how easily
they were abducted and sold into (sexual)
slavery. In Asia and Africa, in particular,
children who end up in prostitution receive
very little protection from their governments.”
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Aside from their gay characters, what
binds all of Hans Hirschi’s novels together
is the quest for love and the belief that
embracing it – in all its colourful forms
- will make the world a better place. His
stories are engaging, though sometimes
dark. He often throws curve balls when
readers least expect it, however, all stories
always end on a positive note. “I want
my books to inspire goodness in all.
There is so much misery out there in the

real world. I certainly don’t want to add
to it. I think the value of books like “The
Fallen Angels of Karnataka” is that they
bring harsh realities to light. Light kills
darkness. I expose the evil so that hopefully it will die.”
The Fallen Angels of Karnataka by Hans
M. Hirschi is available digitally and in
softcover on Amazon.com, Barnes &
Noble (Nook), and at selected local
bookstores.
The Fallen Angels of Karnataka by Hans
M. Hirschi is available digitally and in
softcover on Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble
(Nook), and at selected local bookstores.

WIN! WIN! WIN!
You can win a copy of The Fallen Angels
of Karmataka, signed by the author,
FREE!
Just go the competition on the homepage
at www.out-in-thailand.com and tell
us what Hans did in London. We will
put all the correct entries in a fabulous
hat and draw the winner. Competition
closes on April 10th and the winner
will be announced in our May issue.
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